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must also mind her own business as regards Irish politics.
Yet at the same time they have used the influence of
Rome to keep together the anti-English spirit in the
country, which is typically and illogically Irish. To give
but one example, when Pope Leo XIII sent to Ireland
through the bishops a message condemning the agitations
and shooting of the Land League time, the bishops were
extremely annoyed, for the whole of the Irish Catholic
Church was at that time against Great Britain: what were
they to do? I remember my father telling me how the
Archbishop of Dublin issued a long letter in which he
entirely explained away all that the Pope said. In other
words he took it on himself to interpret what the Pope
meant. This letter was read slowly and distinctly in all
the Churches of Dublin, and when immediately afterwards
the Pope's letter was read, as it had to be, it was at such
a rapid pace that nobody could possibly understand what it
meant.
In the recently published life of Lord Morris and
Killanin by his daughter, you can read that in the west of
Ireland, where only Irish was understood at that time by
the peasants, the priests elected to read out the Pope's
letter entirely in English, and not a word was translated
into the vernacular. A few months later there was an
appalling epidemic of influenza in Ireland, and I believe
throughout the world. The Pope and the bishops issued
special instructions that fasting was not to be necessary
during Lent. This letter the priests not only read out in
English but translated also into Irish; it had an amazing
result, for next day an Irish shop-keeper was heard to ask
the then Lord Chief Justice; "Is it true what they be
saying that the Pope has turned Protestant ?* which was